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The State’s Own Firearm Data Leaves Government

Nowhere To Hide

Opinion — 29 July 2026
Issued by the SAGA Board of Trustees

Parliament asked three linked ques-
fions about State firearm leakage,
firearm deaths and firearm murders.
Read together, they expose a policy
contradiction Government can no
longer ignore — but they also require
disciplined interpretation.

Recent media coverage converted
the Acting Minister's figures into the
claim: "You are 100 times more likely
to be shot and killed by an illegal fire-
arm than by a gun which is properly
licensed."

The wording captures the scale of the
disparity, but it goes further than the
data establish.

Dividing 41,297 by 393 produces a
count ratio of approximately 105to 1.
It means that, within the two murder
categories reported by the Minister
over four years, approximately 105
murders were afttributed to unlicensed
firearms for everyone afttributed to a
legal firearm used by ifs licensed
owner.

It does not calculate an individual's
risk probability of being shot by either

category.

A defensible risk statement would re-
quire reliable denominators and expo-
sure data: the size and characteristics
of the relevant populations, the num-
ber of firearms in each category, time
and circumstances of exposure, loca-
fion and comparable victim groups.

This data was not supplied. That dis-
tinction is not academic. Turning a
raw count comparison info a person-
al-risk claim is fechnically unsound
and strategically dangerous. It allows
an otherwise powerful pattern in the
State's own figures to be attacked
because the wording overreaches
the evidence.

What the Minister's Figures Actually
Show

Across four full financial years, the Act-
ing Minister's reported figures show a
remarkably consistent pattern:

Legal fire-
Unlic- | arm used | Unlic-
Year | ensed by lic- ensed
firearm ensed share
owner
2022/23| 10,613 120 98.88%
2023/24| 10,911 90 99.18%
2024/25| 10,450 108 98.98%
2025/26| 9,323 75 99.20%
4 years | 41,297 393 99.06%

According fo the reported classifica-
fion, 41,297 firearm murders involved
unlicensed firearms, compared with
393 involving a legal firearm used by
its licensed owner — approximately 105
tfo one. In 2025/26 alone, the count
ratio was approximately 124 to one.

Within the two categories supplied,
99.06% of the reported murders involv-
ed unlicensed firearms.

Those are not SAGA's numbers and
that matters. They are the State's re-
ported figures, supplied in response to
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a Parliamentary question that expressly asked
about people murdered using a legal firearm
used by a licensed owner compared with an
unlicensed firearm. That word — murdered -
matters.

Parliament Asked Three Different Questions
On 8 May 2026, Wouter Wessels MP put three
consecutive written questions, 2490, 2491 and
2492 to the Acting Minister of Police. Read to-
gether, they form an important chain:

* Question 2490 - State firearm leakage. It asks
how many SAPS firearms and rounds of ammu-
nition were stolen, lost or went missing; where
this occurred; what SAPS has done about it;
and whether people, including SAPS mem-
bers, have been arrested or found guilty.

* Question 2491 - firearm deaths. It asks how
many people died due to firearms used by
four categories, expressly including licensed
firearm owners acting in self-defence. That is a
death question — not a murder question.

* Question 2492 - firearm murders. Here Parlio-
ment changes the language. It asks how
many people were murdered using a legal
firearm used by a licensed owner compared
with an unlicensed firearm. It also asks how
many murders involved unlicensed firearms
previously in the possession of SAPS, the SANDF
or metro police.

Death Is Not Murder — and Lawful Private Def-
ence Is Not Murder

South African criminal law draws a clear line.
Murder is the unlawful and intentional kiling of
another person. A firearm death describes an
outcome: a firearm caused a person's death.
It does not, by itself, establish whether the
shooting was lawful or criminal.

Where the requirements of lawful private def-
ence are satisfied and an attacker dies, a fire-
arm death has occurred - but the defender
has not committed murder. The defensive act
is lawful.

The fact of death answers one question: did
someone die? Murder answers a different
legal question: was the killing unlawful and
intentional? A lawful private-defence shooting
can answer the first question yes, and the sec-
ond, no.

* Firearm death = a description of the outcome.

¢ Murder = an unlawful and intentional killing.

¢ Lawful private defence causing death = a death
but not murder by the defender.

That is precisely why Q2491 matters. Parliament
separately asked for deaths caused by licensed
firearm owners acting in self-defence.

If lawful defensive deaths were folded into the 393
in Q2492, SAPS would have answered a murder
question with non-murder data.

Parliament itself distinguishes the categories:
Q2491 asks about firearm deaths, expressly includ-
ing self-defence; Q2492 asks about persons mur-
dered with firearms.

The State Has a Measurement Problem: Did SAPS
Actually Mean Murder?

If SAPS used the term murder correctly, the position
is straightforward: lawful private-defence deaths
should already have been excluded from the 393.
There is therefore nothing o subtract. The figure
should represent the State’s reported classification
of murders involving legal firearms used by licen-
sed firearm owners.

If it does not, then the Police have answered a
murder question with non-murder data, and the
reliability of the entire comparison must be exam-
ined.

41,297 murders involving unlicensed firearms.
393 murders involving legal firearms used by lic-
ensed firearm owners.

Approximately 105 to 1 — murder compared with
murder.

One important evidentiary qualification remains:
393 is not necessarily 393 convictions. The Acting
Minister has not publicly explained whether the
figure reflects initial SAPS case classifications, com-
pleted investigations, prosecutions, convictions or
another administrative classification.

SAGA therefore does not describe these as 393
proven murders by licensed firearm owners. We
describe them precisely for what the information
presently establishes: the Police's reported murder
classification.

If SAPS did not mean murder, the dataset has a
classification problem. If lawful defensive deaths
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were included in the 393, Parliament was an-
swered with data that did not correspond with
the question it asked. The licensed-firearm figure
would contain deaths that were not murders.
The same discipline must apply to the unlicen-
sed-firearm side. Unlawful possession of a firearm
is itself an offence, but it does not automatically
make every resulting death a murder. The pos-
session offence and the lawfulness of the killing
are separate legal questions.

If SAPS blurred firearm death and firearm murder,
both sides of Q2492 require auditing. That is not a
problem with SAGA's arithmetic. It is a problem
with the State’s classification — and with the relia-
bility of any policy conclusion built on it.

Then There Are the State's Own Guns

According to the Acting Minister's reported reply,

142 people were murdered over the four-year
period using unlicensed firearms previously in
SAPS possession, with another 14 involving fire-
arms previously held by the SANDF.

That is at least 156 reported murders involving
unlicensed firearms previously held by SAPS and
the SANDF alone.

This sits alongside SAPS's own annual reporting
that 2,055 SAPS-owned firearms were confirmed
stolen or lost in three years:

742 in 2022/23.

741 in 2023/24.

572in 2024/25.

Even the reduced 2024/25 figure equates to
roughly 1.6 SAPS firearms confirmed stolen or lost
every day. Government therefore faces a policy
contradiction it can no longer simply legislate
around.

Licensed firearm owners undergo competency
requirements, background checks, licensing,

renewals and regulated safe-storage obligations.

Criminals do not.

Yet Government repeatedly directs addifional
regulatory energy fowards the compliant popu-
lation while unlicensed firearms overwhelmingly
dominate its own reported murder classifications
and State-owned firearms continue to leak into
illicit circulation.

That is not an argument for less firearm responsi-

bility. It is an argument for applying responsibility
where the evidence shows the greatest public-
safety failure actually lies.

What the Data Can - and Cannot - Support

The figures do not calculate personal risk.

They do not tell us that any individual is 100 or 105
times more likely to be shot by one firearm cate-
gory than another. They also do not, without pub-
lished definitions and case methodology, establish
final criminal liability in every case.

They do however establish a vast and consistent
disparity in the State's own reported murder
counts: unlicensed firearms account for 99.06% of
the two categories supplied. That is a policy signal
Government cannot responsibly ignore.

Government's own commissioned research has
already pointed in the same broad direction. The
Civilian Secretariat for Police Service asked the Wits
School of Governance to examine the effect of
the Firearms Control Act on crime.

The report found little evidence that the FCA itself
caused the decline in crime rates over the period
examined and identified strong and sustained
policing as a necessary condition for reducing
firearm-related crime.

That does not make firearm regulation irrelevant. It
makes the policy lesson harder to avoid regulation
cannoft substitute for effective policing, fracing,
investigation and prosecution.

If 99.06% of the murders within the two firearm
categories supplied by Government involve unlic-
ensed firearms, why does Government continue
directing so much legislative attention towards
further restricting those already licensed?

The data does not justify complacency about law-
ful firearm ownership. It demands proportionality:
policy, policing and enforcement must reflect the
scale, source and distribution of harm revealed by
the evidence.

Publish the Evidence - Then Follow It

SAGA is not asking Government to accept our
interpretation of its statistics. We are asking Gov-
ernment to publish enough information for Parlia-
ment, researchers and the public to test the State's
own figures.
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At publication, the Q2492 written reply has
been publicly reported and quoted. SAGA has
not located Parliament-hosted replies to
Q2490 or Q2491. Q2491 is particularly import-
ant because it specifically asks for self-def-
ence deaths that should not form part of a
murder count.

We therefore call on Parliament to:

* publish the complete official replies to Ques-
fions 2490, 2491 and 2492, with every annex-
ure; if Q2490 or Q2491 remains unanswered,
answer it;

* publish the definitions and methodology
used and explain precisely what the 393 repre-
sents, including whether lawful private-def-
ence deaths were excluded;

* publish the denominators and exposure
data needed fo calculate rates or risk, rather
than permitting raw counts to be presented as
personal probabilifies;

* publish frearm-source and tracing data,
including the methodology behind firearms
identified as previously belonging fo SAPS,
SANDF and metro police; and

* priorifise violent criminals, illegal-firearm syn-
dicates, tfrafficking, corruption, theft and diver-
sion, while strengthening fracing, investigation,
prosecution and State-armoury accountabil-
ity.

Methodological scrutiny is necessary. It does
not make 41,297 disappear, turn 393 into
41,297, or erase the fact that 99.06% of the
reported murders within the two categories
involved unlicensed firearms. But methodologi-
cal discipline cuts both ways: SAGA should
defend the approximately 105-to-one count
disparity without converting it into an unsup-
ported '100 times more likely' claim.

Evidence Must Drive Policy — Not Policy Drive
the Search for Evidence

Our ask of the Acting Minister of Police is:

* Target violent criminals.

* Disrupt illegal-firearm syndicates, trafficking
and diversion.

* Secure State armouries and police stations.
* Trace crime firearms and publish the results.
* Investigate corruption, theft and negligent
losses.

* Prosecute those responsible and strengthen
the criminal-justice chain.

Stop using ever greater restrictions on the compli-
ant as a substitute for confronting the criminal.

You Do Not Solve the 41,297 By Regulating the 393
Harder.

You address 41,297 by confrontfing the illegal-
firearm ecosystem that feeds it: violent offenders,
illicit supply, theft, diversion, corruption, weak frac-
ing and failed prosecution.

If Government believes its own figures do not sup-
port that conclusion, the answer is straightforward:
* Publish the definitions.

* Publish the methodology.

* Publish the complete data.

The State supplied the numbers. Now the State
must explain what it intends to do about them.

Footnotes - Parliamentary Questions: operative wording
1. Question 2490 — NW2568E, 8 May 2026: Asked for the
number of firearms and ammunition of each type and
calibre stolen, lost or missing, broken down by police
station, province and financial year; what SAPS had
done to combat such losses; and whether persons, in-
cluding SAPS members, had been arrested and/or found
guilty.

2. Question 2491 — NW2569E, 8 May 2026: Asked how
many persons had “died due to a firearm used by (i) a
licensed firearm owner in self-defence”, separately in-
cluding SAPS members, metro-police members and crim-
inals.

3. Question 2492 — NW2570E, 8 May 2026: Asked how
many persons had “been murdered by (i) a legal firearm
used by a licensed firearm owner and/or (i) using an
unlicensed firearm”, and how many murders involved
unlicensed firearms previously in SAPS, SANDF or metro-
police possession.

Source: Parliament of South Africa, Internal Question
Paper No. 15, 8 May 2026, pp 815-816

Drafted by Shaun Lyle - SAGA Trustee
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SAGA Personal
Membership

SAGA annual individual
membership fees for 2026 are:

Adult R310

Pensioner/Junior R180

Family: 1x Adult @R310 plus any number
of family members @ R110 each

Join via our website at www.saga.org.za

By being a member you keep us in
‘business’ and we are able to
continue working for fair and just
firearm rights for responsible firearm
owners in South Africa.

Do you know someone who supports
the right to own a firearm for lawful
purposes?

Get them to join SAGA today!

The SAGA office is now available on
WhatsApp on 066 003 9226

You can join SAGA at any time.

Advertise in SAGA Snippets

ADVERTISE HERE!

Advertising space in SAGA Snippets is now
available to SAGA Corporate Members.

The price per advert is being kept at R?00 for
the rest of 2026!

If you need help with advert design, for an
additional R400, we have an experienced
graphic artist who supports this initiative and
will assist.

Advert dimensions are:
15.5cm wide x 5cm high

Take advantage of this great opportunity
to advertise your business, club or association
to a huge audience of like-minded firearm
owners.

Snippets is sent out in the last week of each
month, apart from December when it gets
sent out earlier.

All prices exclude VAT. Space is limited to
four adverts per Snippets.

To book please contact Gaye at the office
on 031-562-9951 or saga@saga.org.za

| MATTHEWS ENSLIN INC « ATTORNEYS, NOTARIES AND CONVEYANCERS

ENSLIN

FIREARM LICENSING AND LEGAL SUPPORT

Trusted legal guidance for firearms owners.
We assist with license applications, renewals, appeals, compliance and firearm-related legal matters.

Suite D1 & D2, Westlake Square 1,
Westlake Drive, Tokai, 7945

david@legalonline.co.za | damian@legalonline.co.za
+, (021) 702 3070 7 www.matthewsenslin.com
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SAGA Corporate Membership 2026

29 July 2026

ASSOCIATION
CAPE SAAACA
CLAY TARGET SHOOTING ASSOC

KAAPJAG (CAPE HUNTERS & GAME
CONSERVATION ASSOC)

KZN HUNTING & CONSERVATION ASSOC
LOWVELD HUNTERS ASSOCIATION
MILNERTON SHOOTING ASSOC

MOSSC SPORT SHOOT ASSOC
MULTI-PLATFORM DIMENSION SHOOTING
NAACCSA

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF RESPONSIBLE
FIREARM OWNERS (NARFO)

NATIONAL HUNTING & SHOOTING ASSOC

PHASA

PWAV/PAAA

SA DEFENSIVE PISTOL ASSOCIATION (SADPA)

SA WINGSHOOTERS ASSOC

SAAACA BORDER CHAPTER

SAAACA GAUTENG

SAAACA KIN

SAAACA MPUMALANGA

SAAACA NORTHERN GAUTENG

SAAACA NOORD-KAAP

SOUTH CAPE HUNTERS & CONSERVATION
ASSOC

WESTERN CAPE SHOOTING UNION
WESTERN SHOOTERS OF SA

CLUB

BALLITO DEFENSIVE SPORTS SHOOTING CLUB
BORDER HUNTING CLUB
BROADWAY SHOOTING CLUB
BUFFALO RIVER SHOOTING CLUB
CAPE SPORTING RIFLE CLUB
DALTON RIFLE & GUN CLUB

FALSE BAY SPORT SHOOTING CLUB
GEORGE SPORT SHOOTING CLUB
HILLANDALE SHOOTING CLUB
IMPALA SHOOTING CLUB
KWAGGA JAG & AVONTUURKLUB
MODDERFONTEIN SHOOTING CLUB
MONTAGU PISTOL CLUB
MONTANA PISTOL CLUB

PREMIER SHOOTING CLUB

Join SAGA

PROSHOT CLAY TARGET CLUB
RICHARDS BAY SPORT SHOOTING CLUB
ROCKY RIDGE SHOOTING CLUB

SABIE CLAY PIGEON CLUB

SOMERSET WEST PISTOL CLUB

SWISS RIFLE CLUB CAPE TOWN

VALLEY GUN CLUB

VEKTOR SHOOTING CLUB
WILDEALSKLOOF SHOOTING RANGE
WITBANK PRACTICAL SHOOTING CLUB

DEALER

ADVANCE TACTICAL

ARMS KING

BOOMSTICKS

CITY GUNS CC

EAST COAST ARMS

ELITE FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION
FALSE BAY FT A (PTY)LTD
GUNLICENCE.CO.ZA

GUNS & BOWS CC

KINGS GUN SHOP

MALUTI ARMS AND OUTDOOR
MILSPEC EQUIPMENT CC
PAROW ARMS & AMMO
SHOOTING STUFF

THE GUN TROVE
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SECURITY

A.O.G SECURITY

ALPHA SECURITY & PATROLS
EXPRO PROTECTION SERVICES
GABOON PROTECTION

GRID PROTECTION

HARTWIG & HENDERSON
IRONCLAD SECURITY

LATERAL SOLUTIONS

MASER SECURITY
MOBI-CLAW?11

NYATHI ANTI POACHING UNIT
PRO-SEC TECHNOLOGIES
PVIP PROTECTION

STAR RAPID RESPONSE
STARLIGHT SECURITY SERVICES
WESIZWE PROTECTION SERVICES

BUSINESS

BRUCE SHAW TRUST

DARK EARTH TACTICAL
EXECUTIVE DECISIONS

FASTRAK TRADING

FIREARMS GUARDIAN

GH WINGSHOOTING SAFARIS
INSURISERV

KINGFISHER FREIGHT SERVICES
KOEBERG FIREARM SOLUTIONS
LYALL MORGAN & ASSOCIATES
LYLE & ASSOCIATES

MARTIN & DE BEER INC
MATTHEWS ENSLIN INC
MEDWAY

ONE POINT FIVE PERCENT
ORTON & ASSOCIATES (PTY) LTD
PANGOLIN SECURITY PRODUCTS
SEARLE INVESTMENTS CC
SOTHEBYS INTERNATIONAL REALITY
TARGET TRUCK SALVAGE (PTY) LTD
TAXIDERMY AFRICA

TURN TECH

VAN DILLEN SAFARIS

WHYLO (PTY) LTD

SIGN UP

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
HARLYN NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
HILLCREST PARK NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

TRAINER

FAST ACADEMY (PTY) LTD
FUNDIKHONO

MULTI DIMENSIONAL WARRIORS
SATACTICAL INSTITUTE

Please support our Corporate
Members whenever you can!

Corporate Member by contac

Find out more about becomin? a
ing
the office:

TEL 031-562-9951

WHATSAPP 066-003-9226
EMAIL saga@saga.org.za

JOIN SAGA TODAY

*
Qs\bs‘i 54 604,
(2)

Y9 ys & N““Q

SAGA.ORG.ZA

ﬁ ".- ({‘b
2] ‘u”?g . 4
¥
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The Fire Control Sequence: 3 Steps to Perfect Round Placement

2k

https://www.americanrifleman.org/content/t
he-fire-control-sequence-3-steps-to-perfect-
round-placement/

by Steve Tarani
9 July 2026

If you want to hit your target, you need three
things: a gun, a target and a method by
which to hit that target with that gun.
Shooting well is the result of a specific pro-
cess. Consistent fire control is the application
of that process compressed into three
sequential steps.

The shooting process is simply this:

bring stability to alignment and press the
round off without disturbing that alignment.
These core mechanics have been around
since handguns first entered into practical
use, and they are very simple to understand.
But given redalistic pressure, it's not easy. Only
the well-frained can truly pull it off.

Added degrees of difficulty, like a com-
pressed time frame, longer distances and
penalties, demand a much higher level of
skill. Skill level is determined by three precise
steps that must be run in an exact order
every fime. Run them correctly, and hits
become predictable. If you miss a step, cut
corners or do anything out of sequence, then
misses become predictable.

These steps are equally as applicable to long
guns, but since pistols are more difficult fo
stabilize, let’s start with drawing from the hol-
ster in an example where sighted fire is neces-
sary.

Step one: draw out from your holster like your
life depends on it. Punch it out there quickly

like you're striking the target with your fist. A
hard, fast punch.

When it goes right: you get a firm strong-hand
grip exactly the way you want i, flawlessly
linked up with your support hand and landing
with your muzzle right in the exact center of
the target.

What can go wrong? Bad initial grip. You had
to make adjustments on the way out with
either hand. The muzzle position wasn't even
close.

Step two is visual verification. Using either irons
or a dot, you have a very short time to call
the shot. If it's good, then move on to step
three. If not, you will need to make micro-
corrections. Micro corrections are needed
because of any unnecessary input into the
gun on the way out or at the very top of your
drawstroke. Input and corrections cost time.

The third and final step is the trigger press
without disturbing alignment. It requires the
greatest amount of control and discipline.
What can go wrong? Change in grip pres-
sure, applying é pounds of pressure on a
3-pound frigger.

You have different tools on board that you
can use for each step.

Step one requires pure body feel. You don't
have your sights up yet, so there's no visual
process or confirmation whatsoever at this
point.

Everything in step one is about allowing your
body to first establish stability and then ensure
that stability is aligned. Physically, you can
use your kinesthetic alignment based on your
proprioceptors.

Establishing an initial and positive stfrong hand
grip, followed by an equally, if not more,
stabilizing two-handed grip is the crux. Too
loose, and it increases your arc of wobble.
Too tight, and it can cause tension and trem-
ors.
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When punching the gun out, you want the
muzzle to stop exactly where you want it.
Anything short of the visual center of your
target requires micro inputs prior to visual
confirmation. Even though most shooters use
the term "visual confirmation,” most don't
realize that confirmation is the fruit of your
initial kinesthetic alignment. The body aligns,
the eyes verify.

Step two depends on if you are shooting irons
or optics. If irons, it's a focal-plane shift from
hard-target focus back to the front sight, or
at least to the front of the muzzle. If you're
using a carry optic, you stay target-focused
and remain simply aware of the dot.

Either way, you don’t have all day. You only

have time for rapid verification. If you do not
have alignment, you will need to make time-
consuming micro-adjustments.

Lastly, there is the trigger press. You simply
press the trigger toward the rear of the trigger
guard without disturbing muzzle-target align-
ment. Here's the tough part: Most common
errors are a micro-change in grip pressure, d
slight involuntary jerk or tug, loss of visual
focus, loss of patience, pressed too soon or
foo late.

Sequence is everything with fire control. If you
do everything right but it's out of sequence?
Sorry, Charlie. The psychological part of this is
equally important as the physical mechanics.
Your levels of control and discipline are pain-
fully or proudly displayed by your round
placement.

Wildland Magazine
July 2026

As part of SAGA's collaboration with Wildland
here is the link to your free copy of Wildland mag-
azine, July 2026.

Click on the link in the covering email, or copy
and paste the link below into your web browser:

https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/read/71
238533/wildland-julie-2026

New/Firearms Research must/be/Released I ND#0157
BeforelLaw Changes are Considered Juli Al 5T
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Motivation Matters: What's Your Reason for Using Firearms?

by Becky Yackley
21 July 2026

Many women grow up in families where they
see their mothers pattern a life of service to
the family. Activities like hunting or target
shooting at the range might seem outside the
scope of what most mothers do. But your
motivation for using firearms matters. Here is
why you should find your personal reason to
get out on the range and/or hunt.

Participation Matters

For multiple reasons, it's important for women
to engage in hunting and shooting sports. It's
good for themselves, good for their families —
and society as a whole.

First, women should be confident and cap-
able with firearms. This doesn’t mean you
have to instruct a class, and it doesn’t mean
they must learn every last thing about guns,
but it does mean that you should be able to
look at the guns in your own home and speak
intelligently about them — as well as load, un-
load and operate them.

If your children tell you, “Mom, Dad left a gun
on his dresser,” you should be able to safely
handle it, safely clear it or check if it is load-
ed, and lock it away.

You should also be comfortable teaching
your own children about firearm safety and
what to do if they come across a gunin
someone else’'s home. Knowing how to
handle situations that you or your children
might have to navigate is one of the key rea-
sons that even if you don't own a gun, you
still should understand them!

You also should be capable of using the guns
that are in your home to defend yourself and
your family. Again, this doesn’t mean you
have to become an expert tactician, if just
means having a basic level of proficiency
with what is in your own home. Just as you
can work a security alarm or doorbell cam-
era, you should be able to manipulate the
firearms that are in your house.

As we see growing video evidence of just
how frue it is that law enforcement is often
too far away to help you in an emergency, it
is more clear than ever that basic skills with
firearms can save lives.

Claim your Equality

The second reason women should partici-
pate in activities with firearms is so that their
children understand that women can be
providers of safety. Firearms are the great
equalizer, and women should claim that
equality!

And again, this doesn’t mean that you would
take over home-defense if your husband is
there and your family plan is that you stay
with your children and get them to a safe
place. But redlity dictates that you should be
prepared for those times that you are the
only parent at home.

Gender expectations aside, each adult
should be competent enough to carry out
whatever task your home-defense plan
requires. For the men reading this, consider
that your wife is strengthened by learning
how to use a firearm. Finding quality instruc-
fion that helps her step into the role of protec-
for is not just wise; it should be part of family
life.

Many couples will also tell you that husbands
are not always the best instructors for their
wives, or vice versa. For women who have
never used firearms or received training, see-
ing another woman handle and use firearms
confidently can inspire confidence in them-
selves. It is not especially motivating for a
small woman who has never used a firearm
tfo watch a é-foot-tall man do things she has
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never tried. But show her a woman of similar
size and stature, and terms like “proper me-

chanics” and “fundamentals of marksman-

ship” begin to feel relevant.

Children seeing women who are capable
and confident with firearms breeds future
generations of capable and confident
human beings. You don’t want your children
living in fear, frightened of noises in the night.
You want to feach them not to be paralyzed
by fear, but rather to use fear as a sign that
you can take action and do something to be
more secure.

Let Yourself Enjoy Experimenting

The third reason to participate in using fire-
arms is to enjoy the fun that is there to be
had. The shooting sports and hunting are full
of so many good people and so many
opportunities to test yourself.

Often, you're testing much more than your
skill using a firearm; in the shooting sports,
you're testing your memory, your decision-
making capacity under stress, and reacting
to stimuli outside of your conftrol. It is a great
feeling to master a skill or scenario that you
might have other times thought overwhelm-

ing.

Maybe your goal is to meet more women
and build a friend group - firearms or shooft-
ing events might just happen to be an ave-

nue to meet others with similar beliefs. Fe-
male-focused gun groups tied to various or-
ganizations often hold ladies nights and other
female-centered events.

More women using firearms also leads to hav-
ing more households in our country capable
of defending themselves from harm. That is a
net-positive for society.

Perhaps you need to experiment with hunting
seasons and what game you want to cook. |
grew up deer hunting and never experien-
ced duck hunting until | was an adult. | was
shocked at the differences: | can talk as
much as | want and | don’t have to stay out
in the cold all day. It's a win-win! Also, pot pie
is one dish I'm always happy to make, and
bird hunting took on a new interest with that
angle (especially pheasant). Just the type of
game and what you can cook might impact
your decision to hunt. But the family traditions
and building memories with your loved ones
is a real reason hunting appeals to so many
around the world.

So don't let your participation in using fire-
arms be dictated by past experiences. Go
find what it is in the shooting sports or hunting
seasons that appeals to you and enjoy the
things you can do!

https://www.nrawomen.com/content/motiva
tion-matters-what-s-your-reason-for-using-
firearms
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SAGA'’s 40 Year Insignia Still in Stock

Some stock of SAGA's 40 Year insignia is sfill
available to purchase.

Order on our website:
https://shop.saga.org.za/

PVC Patch with Velcro Backing
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PVC patches are the modern equivalent to
embroidered patches. Made of durable plas-
fic they are flexible, lightweight, and weath-
erproof. The new SAGA PVC patch measures
6x4.2cm (length x width), and will attach to
anything with Velcro like jackets, caps, back-
packs and shooting bags.

Price: R90

Double Lock Folding Knife

This folder by Coast has an extremely com-
fortable nylon-handled grip, a 9.2cm long
stainless steel blade with an ambidexirous
opener, a lanyard hole and a 3-position clip.
The Double Lock is a patented safety switch
mechanism that works in conjunction with a
primary liner lock fo prevent dissngagement.

Lazer engraved with the simplified SAGA 40
Year logo, this strong folding knife is robust
and will give years of good service.

Price: R380

Softshell Jacket

This quality softshell jacket is a Barron brand
and is avail-able in black with the simplified
SAGA 40 Year logo embroidered on the front
left chest.

The jacket has elasticated binding on the
sleeve opening, front shaped panels with
welt pockets, bar-tacks at pockets for added
durability, inverted nylon full zip opening and
an inner storm flap.

Comfortable and easy-to-wear, these jackets
not only look good, but will wash well too.
Available in sizes from small to 5XL.

These jackets need to be ordered - contact
the office for more information




